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Foster kids
get a little
help from

friends

B Foster Friends has awarded more
than $22,000 in grants to give children
achanceata nnrmal_childhood.

By CYNTHIA JEFFRIES
| Staff Writer

| GREENSBORO — Patricia Murray wanted
| to visit her parents for Christmas, but she
didn’t dare tell her children that.

With airfare costing $400 per person, the
$1,600 price tag to get her family, which in-
cludes two foster children, to her parents’
home would have been too much of an ex-
pense for Murray and her husband, Larry.

So she kept her desires to herself.

“I didn’t want to disappoint them,” she
said.

As it turned out, she didn’t have to.

A few days before Christmas,- Murray,
her 11-year-old daughter, Erin, and her
S-year-old twin foster children, Ana and
Juan, left for a seven-day trip to Murray’s
native Bahamas, where her parents live.
Her husband stayed in Greensboro.

The trip was made possible in part be-
cause of a $600 grant the Murrays got
from Foster Friends of North Carolina, a
Greensboro-based nonprofit organization
that helps children in the Guilford County
foster care system do the things other chil-
dren do.

For Ana and Juan, that meant helping
them spend Christmas with their soon-to-
be new grandparents. The Murrays are in
the process of adopting the twins.

“This is such an awesome organization,
and I'm glad that they were there for us,”
Murray said. “My children are spending
Christmas with their grandparents. That is
what families do.”

Foster Friends has been in Guilford
County for about a year. It was the brain-
child of 39-year-old Melissa Fourrier, a
former marketing and family recruitment
director for the Children’s Home Society in
Greensboro. '

While working there, she met a boy in
2004 who, in a way, planted the seed that
made her want to help foster children.

“Some of them do not want to open up
and share their stories,” she said. “It can be
a hard life. But this young man shared his
story with me. I asked him what he missed
most, and he said it was feeling like a nor-
mal kid.”

Normal kids get to go to summer camps,
she said. Normal kids go to the prom.
Normal kids participate in sports and the
school band. And normal kids visit their
grandparents.

“We provide the board payments (room
and board) and that’s it,” said Beth Harris,
a Guilford County social worker. “We’ll do
the basic, but DSS (the Department of So-
cial Services) doesn’t go above and beyond
that.”

But Fourrier thought that children in fos-
ter care needed more than the basics. They
needed activities and opportunities that
many other children who had not been sep-
arated from their birth families had.
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WANT TO KNOW MORE?

For more information about Foster Friends of North
Carlina, go to www fosterfriendsnc.org






